
musicalbone ofcontention

GRtEK FAY CASHMAN

THERE'S lotof talkabout

integratingArab university

graduatesinto hi-techand

other areas in which theycan

become partof the main-

stream work force and earn

enoughto improvethe quality

of theirlives.Some peopleare

not onlytalkingabout opening

the gatesof opportunitybut

are actuallydoingsomething

about it. business conference

sponsoredbythe Arabic busi-

ness and economics publica-
tion Malakom togetherwith

Tsofen, which trainsArabs for

work in Israelihi-tech com pa-

nies,was held at the Golden

TulipHotel in Nazareth this

week, with nearlyallthe

addresses gearedtoward Arab

integration.The conference,

an annual event, was initiated

in .0102

Among the participantswere

founder and publisherof

Malakom founder and publish-

er Basel Chattas, who has

doctorate in environmental

engineeringfrom the Tech-

nion, Tsofen CEO Smadar

Nehab, TelAviv Stock

ExchangeCEO Esther Lev-

anon, chairman of the board

of directorsof Bank Hapoalim
Yair Saroussi,chairman of

IsraelAssociation of Electronics

and Software Industries Elisha

Yanai, CEO of Motorola Israel

Shimon Dik, founder and

directorof JVPVenture Capital

Fund ErelMargalit,CEO of

IDC IsraelGideon Lopez,

chairman of PalestinianInfor-

mation TechnologyAssociation

and co-manager of Dimen-

sions Multimedia in Ramallah

Hassan Qasem, scientistand

founder of PlorolBiotech Prof.

Fuad Fares, CEO of jasper

DesignAutomation's Israel

DevelopmentCenter Ziad

Hana, seniorassociatein IBM

R&D Group Shadi Qupti,hi-

tech entrepreneurin interac-

tivemedia for education pur-

poses EliaAbu Shamis, CEO

of PaperSignBilalLahwani,

governor of the PalestineMon-

etaryAuthorityDr. JihadAl

Wazir, BritishAmbassador

Matthew Gould and various

Jewishand Arab entrepreneurs

and financiers.Ghattas, who

initiatedthe conference, noted

the wealth of talentin the

Arab sector that has been held

back by many obstacles and

that must be overcome not

onlyby potentialArab employ-

ees but alsoArab entrepre-

neurs. There has been progress

since the firstconference, he

acknowledged,but there could

be lot more. Ifgiventhe

chance, talentedArab hi-tech

peoplecould make signifi

cant contributionto the Israel

economy, he stated
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